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DESERTIFICATIONINUGANDA

Theterm desertificationreferstotheextensionofdesert-likeconditionssuchasincreased

temperature,reducedrainfall,reducedhumidity,strongwinds,increasedevaporationrates,loss

ofsufaceeater,lesscloudcovertoareasthatwerenotoriginallyhavingthem.

Areasexperiencingdesert-likeconditionsinUgandaincludethefollowing;

-NorthEasternUgandaarease.gMoroto,kaabong,Kotido,NapakandNakapiriprit.

-Nakasongola,LuweroandKibogaincentralUganda.

-Theriftvalleyfloor(Albertflats)inareaslikeNtoroko,Kikube,BuliisaandpartsofKasese.

-TheAnkole-Masakadrycorridorarease.gRakai,Lyantonde,Sembabule,kiruhuraandIsingiro.

ASKETCHMAPOFUGANDASHOWINGAREASEXPERIENCINGDESERTIFICATION

CAUSESOFDESERTIFICATIONINUGANDA

Humanfactors

-Pooragriculturalpracticese.govergrazing/overstockinginKotidoandMoroto,over

cultivationin

Rakaileadtoreductioninrainfallandreducedsoilproductivity.
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-Lumberinge.ginBugomaandBudongoforestsleadtoreducingrainfallandincreasing

temperatures.

-Woodfuelextractione.gcharcoalburninginNakasongolaandLyantondereducewatervapour

and

rainfall.

-Mininge.ggoldmininginKotidosandmininginLyantondeleadtodeclineinvegetationcover

and

hencereducedrainfall.

-Swampdraining/reclamatione.ginRakaileadingtodepletionofwaterresources.

-Sinking/drillingofboreholese.ginMorotoandKotidoleadingtolossofsurfacewater.

-Constructionofroadse.gMbarara-Masakaroad,Kampala-Kiboga-Hoimaroadleadingto

loss

ofvegetationcoverandhencereducedcloudcoverandhumidity.

-Urbanisation/settlementinareasofSembabule,Isingirohasleadtolossofwetlandshence

reducingsurfacedrainage.

Physicalfactors

-Influenceoftherainshadow/leewardeffectofhighmountainscreatearidconditionsonthe

leewardsidee.gKasese(Mt.Rwenzori),Nakapiriprit(Mt.Elgon)

-Pestsanddiseasese.gperiodicinvasionoflocustsinKotidoandKaabongwhichdestroy

greenplant

coverhencereducingwatervapourandrainfalltotals.

-Presenceofdrywindse.gtheNorthEasttradescausehotanddryconditionsin

Kaabong,Kotido,

Moroto,etc.

-Presenceofwildanimalse.gbuffaloesandelephantsinQueenElizabethN.Pwhichfeedon

and

destroyplantcoverwhichreducecloudcoverandrainfallamounts.

-PresenceofscantyvegetationcoverinareasofMoroto,Kotido,Sembabuleleadingtoreduced
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watervapour.

-Limitedoccurrenceofsurfacewatere.ginNapakandMorotoleadingtoreducedcloudcover

and

rainfall.

-Influenceoflowaltitudeintheriftvalleyleadingtohotanddryconditionsduetothepassing

overofwindse.gatNtoroko.

-GlobalwarmingduetoincreasedemissionofgreenhousegasesinareasofNakasongola,

Moroto

etc

-Climaticchangee.gprolongeddroughtconditionsleadingtolossofsurfacewater.

EFFECTSOFDESERTIFICATIONINUGANDA

-Destructionoftreesleadingtoenergycrisise.ginNakasongola.

-Lossofbiodiversity/deathofanimalsduetopastureandwaterscarcitye.ginKaabong

-Persistentfamine/foodshortagee.ginIsingiroduetocropfailureanddeathofanimals.

-Declineinthewatertableleadingtoincreasedwatershortagefordomesticandindustrialuse

e.g

inNakasongola.

-Displacementofpeople/refugeeproblem inareaslikeMorotototounbearableincreasing

temperaturesandwaterscarcity.

-povertyandlossofrevenuetodeathofanimalsrearedandreducedsoilproductivityinareas

such

asBuliisaandNakasogola.

-Increasedgovernmentexpenditureonenvironmentconservationeffortsefforte.ginKaabong

Revqn:TowhatextenthavehumanactivitiescontributedtodesertificationinUganda?

Approach

-Definedesertification.

-IdentifyareasexperiencingdesertificationinthedifferentregionsonUgandabydescription
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and

asketchmap.

-startwithhumanactivitiescausingdesertification

-Transitionstatement.

-Giveotherfactors(physical)

NB:Eachpointraisedshouldbeclearlyexplainedwithillustrationsofareasexperiencing

desertificationinUganda.


